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March Meeting Recap

The crowd at the March meeting enjoyed one of our best Candidate Forums. Thank you to all the
candidates who appeared, both Assembly and School Board. The audience at O’Malleys on the Green had a
wonderful opportunity to get to know the people who want to represent us. The questions from the audience
were lively and to the point. Refreshments, as usual, were great. Thank you to all the Community Councils
who helped make this event a success.

For Your Calendar

The next board meeting of HALO is Thursday, April 7th. Remember that HALO always meets
on the first Thursday monthly at 7 pm. Regular board meetings are held at the Holy Spirit Retreat,
corner of O'Malley and Hillside Drive. Everyone is invited to attend these meetings and take part in
the discussion. Special guests for the April meeting are Rick Davidge and Connie Yoshimura, with a
presentation on their new subdivision in the Goldenview area.

----- > Action Alert! Special Meeting Notice! <-----

To All Anchorage Community Councils and Interested Parties:

The Huffman/O’Malley Community Council Steering Committee has called a Special Meeting on Thursday, March 31, at 7 PM.
This will be held at our usual meeting location, the Christian Church of Anchorage, corner of Lake Otis and O’Malley. Enter through
the door facing O’'Malley and come downstairs.

The sole subject of this meeting is Case #2011-036, proposed athletic field improvements at South Anchorage High School, the
current issues faced by neighborhoods due to SAHS, and the Leyden Street access to SAHS.

Case #2011-036 is scheduled at the Urban Design Committee on Wednesday, April 13. HOCC is requesting that this
administrative decision be turned into a Public Hearing to allow the opportunity for major issues to be resolved. We would appreciate
your support of this request. Online comments can be made at http://munimaps.muni.org/website/htmlviewer/generic/casebody.asp?
case=2011-036

Please pass this notice on to any interested parties. If you have questions or would like to submit information for this meeting,
please contact President Christine Monette at 344-8782 or hoccpresident@gmail.com.

Submitted by Katie Nolan, Secretary, Huffman/O’Malley Community Council
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Education Series:

Hillside Water Wells

Question from a Reader: What is the best way to shut off your water in case of emergency?
Answer: Flip off the breaker switch!

Unless you have lived for decades with a water well, or experienced a 3 AM emergency, you know it is
often difficult to remember that it takes electricity to pump water.

To flip off the breaker, you must have a 30 amp (perhaps as high as 50 or as low as 20 amp) breaker
specifically dedicated to your well pump. You must also know where that breaker panel is located. Some
homes will have two or three panels.

Take time to locate the breaker that controls your well. Make sure that it is well marked and easily
visible, preferably by a bright, legible sticker. Remember that, in an emergency, everyone should know the
location of this panel, both family and house sitters when you are on vacation.

Occasionally the breaker panel for the well is in the crawl space. If this is the case, or if your panel is
not very accessible in the middle of the night, it is wise to move it to an accessible location.

Other high-amp draw appliances should also have their own separate breakers, especially for
emergencies like fire or earthquakes. It is also important that there is nothing else on these breakers, so
that each high-amp draw appliance (such as your well and stove) are separated.

All residents should know how to turn off their water and gas at the source and should walk through
these emergency procedures at least once a year.

Do you have a question about your well? Email Wayne at w44dwest@gci.net and he will answer in next month’s
/ssue! Opinions expressed in these articles are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect Municipal policy.

Education Series:

You and Your Septic System
Part IV — Neighborhood Cluster Wastewater Systems
by Ted Moore, P.E.

Note: This is the fourth in a series of articles. The first article describing conventional on-lot septic systems appeared in the
October, 2010 HALO newsletter, the second article described septic system maintenance, troubleshooting and upgrading a failing
septic system, and the third discussed advanced treatment wastewater systems. Opinions expressed in this article are those of the
author and do not necessarily reflect Municipal policy.

Background: As discussed in the previous article, advanced treatment wastewater technology provides a useful on-site
alternative for many lots that cannot accommodate a conventional on-site wastewater disposal system. However, due to totally
impermeable soils, very shallow bedrock or groundwater, or particularly severe separation distance constraints, some lots simply
cannot accommodate any kind of on-site wastewater disposal system. Also, long-standing municipal regulations do not allow
installation of a holding tank in order to build a residence on a vacant lot. Thus, without the ability to connect to the public sewer
system, residentialy-zoned land such as this cannot be developed at all. But wait, there is another alternative. As in most situations,
there is always another alternative — it is just a question of whether or not the alternative is a good idea.
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Anchorage Comprehensive Plan: In order for the Hillside to accommodate the share of anticipated population
growth called for in the Anchorage 2020 Comprehensive Plan, many of the remaining, un-subdivided homesteads, mostly located in
alpine areas bordering Chugach State Park, will need to be developed. Much of the land in these homesteads is characterized by
steep slopes, shallow bedrock and/or marshy bogs — most of which is unsuitable for on-site wastewater system development.
However, within those areas scattered pockets of terrain more suitable for subsurface wastewater disposal sometimes exists. Thus, if
appropriate design and operational criteria can be met, a neighborhood cluster wastewater system could be developed on the more
suitable terrain, which would treat and dispose of the wastewater generated at homes located on lots with less suitable soils.

Hillside District Plan: The Hillside District Plan, which was adopted by the Municipal Assembly in the spring of
2010, specifically calls for the development of neighborhood wastewater systems (cluster systems) on the Hillside. Unfortunately, for
reasons that are not clear to the author, neither the adopted plan nor earlier drafts of the plan are presently available.

What are cluster systems? While more complex than individual on-site wastewater disposal systems, cluster wastewater
system technology is far from rocket science — many residential developments around the country are currently served by cluster
wastewater treatment and disposal systems. The technology in many cases is very similar to individual on-site systems, just scaled
up to accommodate larger flows. In some cluster wastewater systems each home has its own individual septic tank, the clarified
effluent from which is then pumped to a community-scale advanced treatment tank before flowing into a surface or subsurface
disposal system. Many of the same companies that market Advanced Treatment Systems for individual lots also market scaled-
up treatment systems designed to accommodate groups of residences. The only significant negative issues associated with cluster
wastewater systems are found in the areas of maintenance, operation and administration.

Maintenance and operation of individual on-site septic systems: With your own personal on-site wastewater
system, you (the property owner) are solely responsible for its construction, maintenance, operation and eventual replacement. If you
abuse the system, causing it to fail, you personally face immediate consequences that are unquestionably your responsibility to deal
with. Even without a regulatory authority looking over your shoulder, sewage backing up into your house or spewing into your yard
provides a strong incentive for you to take appropriate steps and spend the necessary amount of money to deal with any problems.

Maintenance and operation of cluster septic systems: With a neighborhood cluster wastewater system,
individual homeowners are much further removed from the maintenance and operation of the system. If it fails, it's not necessarily
your fault, and because the failure doesn’t occur in your house or front yard, you may not even be aware that the system is failing.
You can be as careful as possible about what and how much you flush down your drain, but if your neighbors abuse the system, or if it
is not properly operated and maintained, it can fail for everybody.

Cluster systems in Alaska: There are very few neighborhood cluster wastewater systems currently operating in Anchorage or
even in Alaska. Under current regulations, the responsibility for permitting and overseeing the operation of neighborhood wastewater
systems lies with the Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC). ADEC has only one person in the Anchorage office
tasked with this job, and his responsibility covers not only the Municipality of Anchorage, but also all the other areas of the State that
are administered by the Anchorage office.

There are two permitted cluster wastewater systems in the Anchorage area. One of these serves nine residential lots in the
Werre Subdivision in Chugiak. In this system each home has its own septic tank, from which the clarified effluent flows by gravity
into a central lift station. The lift station pumps the effluent into a 4000-gallon recirculation tank, which has an associated Orenco AX-
100 treatment pod containing suspended filter media. The effluent from this treatment system is then discharged into a large soil
absorption system. The lift station, as well as the community treatment and disposal system, is owned by the local homeowner's



association, and the maintenance and operation costs are paid by the members of the homeowner’s association. This is a relatively
new installation that seems to be functioning well, without any known problems to date.

The only other permitted community wastewater system in Anchorage was designed to serve 12 lots in the Grecian Hills
Subdivision in the upper Rabbit Creek area. Although construction of the system was permitted by the DEC back in 2005, the
developer has not yet finished construction of all the required components, so an operation certificate has never been issued. At least
a couple of the lots have been permitted to be developed on the assumption that the wastewater system was under construction and
would be approved. With no wastewater system completion in sight, the Municipality has placed a stop work order on all permits and
approvals for residences served by this system until it is completed and approved. The situation has become a real mess with a lot
of finger pointing between the Municipality and the DEC, and is an excellent illustration of some of the things that can go wrong with a
cluster wastewater system.

Who should be responsible for cluster system operation? Because of the lack of accountability and financial
resources of a homeowner’s association to maintain or repair a failing community wastewater system, it has been suggested that the
Anchorage Water and Wastewater Utility (AWWU) might be a more appropriate entity to manage and operate cluster wastewater
systems on the Hillside. This concept has been presented to AWWU on more than one occasion; however AWWU has taken the
position that it wants nothing to do with this type of system.

The DEC is clearly not adequately staffed to properly administer cluster wastewater systems on the Hillside and has shown
no interest in gearing up to take this on. On the other hand, the Municipality has expressed interest in taking over this responsibility
from the DEC and administering it through its On-Site Services Program along with individual water and wastewater systems.
However, before this could be done the Municipality would need to develop and adopt appropriate regulations and hire additional staff
necessary to adequately administer such a program. In this era of Municipal budget shortfalls, it seems questionable whether the
Municipality will devote the necessary resources to do this properly.

One final thought: Hillsiders are generally united in their opposition to the extension of public sewers into the area, and for
the most part have managed to install functional on-lot wastewater disposal systems. The failure of one or more cluster wastewater
systems with no existing mechanism for repair and/or replacement could turn out to be the tipping point that leads to the “sewering”
of the Hillside. All affected individuals and agencies should think long and hard about that, before permitting more poorly thought
out cluster wastewater systems to be installed on the Hillside. In the author’s opinion it would be unwise to permit any further
development of community cluster wastewater systems on the Hillside until the necessary oversight mechanism is in place to ensure
that the systems are properly designed, constructed and operated and have appropriate financial resources on hand to fix any
problems that might arise.

Part V in the next newsletter will address Municipal and State regulations governing on-site wastewater disposal.

Ted Moore is a local civil engineer who specializes in septic system design, construction and testing.
Comments or questions on this article may be e-mailed to tgmoore@gci.net

HALO Website

Visit the HALO, Inc. web site at http://www.anchoragehalo.org/. Learn more about your organization and issues
of special interest for residents on the Hillside. This website also features all the continuing education articles as well as
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meeting minutes and links to items of importance. If you have comments, or would like submit postings on the web site,

please contact: Bjarne Holm at bjarneholm9@hotmail.com

----- > NEW! The Hillside District Plan is now available at http://www.anchoragehalo.org/hdpintro.html <----

HALO Neighbors! Newsletter

HALO Neighbors! is the email newsletter for HALO members and Hillside residents.

If you have an idea for an article, or a question you would like to have discussed with your friends and neighbors, let us know.
We also encourage you to forward this newsletter to your neighbors and encourage them to join their community. Or better yet, print
a copy of this issue and hand it to someone!

Thank you, HALO Members!

Thank you to all who donated to HALO Legal Defense Fund! This fund gives grants to assist individual
neighborhoods facing immense issues. If you would like to contribute to this worthy cause, contact
treasurerhalo@gmail.com. It is absolutely overwhelming that so many renewals have gifted the Legal Defense
Fund!! L.D. Hagen, Bonnie Steer, Gary & Deb Apperson, Pat Abney, Wayne & Helen Boedecker, Steve
Flowers, Larry & Barbara Foote, June & Gerald Goard, Neal Haglund & Marian Haglund, Gaye Hunt, Ralph
& Alice Kurka, Bernie & Barbara Leas, Carol & David Jensen, John Jensen, Kevin Kurtz & Rebecca Apgar,
Claire & Theodore Pease, Herb Schlereth, Doug & Vicki Swanson, John & Janice Wills, Earlene Yakley, Paul
& Kimie Slooter, Sherrie Hunt, Betsy Randall, Chris & Becky Clapper have all been most generous!

We also welcome these new HALO members: Rick & Cherre Solie, Bonnie Steer, Rich Sayers, Bethany
Marcum, Mark & Mary Miner, Joan Eastlack, Linda Maywald, Pat Hansen & Davia Evans, Pam Richter, Dr.
Gene Kremer, Kenneth & Valerie Soik, Anita & Robert Felker, Margaret A. Turner, Nancy & Don Haglund, D.
Michael & Anne M. Rabe.

Thank you to all!

Join Your Friends and Neighbors at HALO

Are you a HALO member? Dues are only $10 a year. The HALO Board meets on first Thursday of each month, at
7 pm, at the Holy Spirit Retreat, on the southwest corner of Hillside and O’Malley. Our elected representatives often
join us and it is the perfect place to learn about what is going on with and in your community. All meetings are open
to the public, and every effort is made to announce any change in date, time or location.

HALO is a non-profit, grass roots organization formed in 1969 (before the merger of the City of Anchorage
and the Greater Anchorage Borough) for the purpose of advocating for rural neighborhoods in Southeast Anchorage.
Today, HALO’s boundaries include all or part of eight Community Councils: Abbott Loop, Basher, Bear Valley, Glen
Alps, Hillside East, Huffman/O’Malley, Mid-Hillside and Rabbit Creek. Residents outside of the HALO area also join to
support our goals and share in our activities.

While we work closely with Community Councils, HALO is in a unique place that separates us from the Municipal
government. Besides our successful Candidate Forums, we address the broad issues that affect residents in SE
Anchorage. We encourage membership in both HALO and your area Community Council. It is vital for us to be
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informed and work together on local issues, especially as we face today’s issues.

Name

Phone (home)

Phone (alternate, optional)

Mailing Address

Property Address (to determine your “G” area)

E-Mail Address (newsletters are sent by email unless specifically requested to be sent by USPS):

New Member Renewal
| would be interested in serving as a board member
| would be willing to work with a committee
Dues Enclosed ($10 per year)
Donation to Legal Fund (optional)
Print and send to: HALO, P.O. Box 110096, Anchorage, AK 99511

(Email addresses are invaluable for timely notification. All information remains confidential!)




